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During 1939, 1940 and 1941 the Nazis were winning almost every
campaign in Europe; so that by March, 1942, they had penetrated far
into northern Russia and seemed on the point of capturing Moscow
and Leningrad. They were held at Leningrad for over a year, and were
beaten back from Moscow during the summer of 1942. However in
the south of Russia their attack in the autumn of 1942 met with great
success; so that by November, 1942, they had nearly reached the
Caspian Sea, and had obtained control of some of the oilfields north
of the Caucasus.
The regularly dated isopleths of the map begin with December,
1942. The Russian battle-front at the end of the year is shown by the
heavy line extending from Leningrad to Vitebsk, Stalingrad and
Grozny. This month was the turning point in the Second Great War.
At the same time the British and Americans had almost driven the Axis
out of Africa, as appears at the bottom left comer of the map. But this
section of our study is mainly concerned with the advances from east and
west upon Berlin.
Two outstanding features can be seen at a glance when we observe
the isopleths of movement. First, the campaign consisted of a period
of preparation usually four to seven months long, followed by a rapid
advance over considerable enemy-occupied territory. Secondly, the
"bulges of attack" are almost wholly confined to the northern plains,
or to one or two of the corridors discussed earlier in this book.
Let us examine the Russian advances first, as shown in the Frontis-
piece. After the relief of Stalingrad, there was fairly steady progress to
the west during December, January and February of 1943. Now
occurred one of the longest periods of consolidation (along the Donetz
River) which lasted for nearly five months with little change of terri-
tory. This is of course indicated by the close-set character of the five
isopleths passing through or near Kharkov (KH. on the map). There
followed the great advance of the summer and autumn of 1943 across
the relatively flat plains of the Ukraine. This advance moved over large
areas in the latitude of Kiev, and was not materially halted by the
winter in this part of the plain! But the Germans offered fierce resistance
in the south, in their effort to control the iron of Krivoi Rog, and the
richer farmlands north of the Black Sea.
Another period of consolidation followed in the spring of 1944,
which was to no small degree due to the presence of the Carpathian